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STATE RACIAL MAKEUP CHANGED 
LITTLE FROM 1970 TO 1980
MISSOULA--
There has been little change in the racial makeup of Montana's 
population over the past 10 years, according to an article published by 
the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at the University of Montana.
Mary L. Lenihan, writing for the autumn issue of the Montana Business 
Quarterly,said 94.1 percent of Montana's population in 1980 is white, 
compared to 95.5 percent in 1970. Lenihan examined the Montana population 
by race and ethnic origin using information from the 1980 Census.
Lenihan said the U.S. Census Bureau breaks race into five categories: 
white; black; American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut; Asian and Pacific Islander; 
and "other."
She said that while there was little change in the numbers of white 
Montanans between 1970 and 1980, there were some changes within the non-white 
categories. The state's black population declined slightly in the 10-year 
period while the percentage of population in the Indian, Asian, and "other" 
categories increased somewhat, Lenihan said.
Census figures show the Indian population increased from 3.9 percent 
of the total population in 1970 to 4.7 percent in 1980. Lenihan said the 
increase in the "other" category from .1 percent in 1970 to .6 percent in 
1980 represents a "dramatic increase," although she added that the actual 
number of people remains small in comparison with the total population.
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Although the category is a "catch-all" for residents whose racial ( 
group do not coincide with the listed choices, Lenihan said part of the 
increase may be related to the influx of refugees from Indochina.
